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Jahrgangsstufe Themen 

Einführungsphase – 
Grundkurs 
10.1 

Perceiving differences and foreigners in historical perspective 
- The depiction of Germanic tribes from a Roman point of view – Barbarians or noble soldiers? 

 Romans and Germanic Tribes: Clash or Cooperation? 
 Did the Germanic tribes consist of Barbarians? Examining a Roman’s judgement. 
 Arminius – Hermann, the German: Reception of a myth. 

- How people see each other: Medieval world views as seen in historic maps. 
 Maps show world views: comparing historic maps 
 Perceiving the other and the self – Eurocentrism then and now  

- Travel narratives – Between glorification and demonization. 
 Foreign neighbour Africa: the depiction of differences in early travel accounts of Africa 

- From migration to a multi-cultural society? – The Ruhr area in the 19th and 20th century. 
 “Go west”: the Ruhr area as destination for working migrants  
 Diversity and change in everyday lives 
 Migration to and from Europe  

 

Einführungsphase – 
Grundkurs 
10.2 

Christian and Islamic encounters throughout the centuries: a “clash of civilisations”? 
- Religion and State: a universal struggle for power? 

The Islamic world: 
 The origin of Islam until the wake of the Crusades 
 Rule and religion in Medieval times 

 
The Christian world: 

 The investiture controversy – changing the relation of religious and political power for 
good? 

- The Dark Ages or the Golden Age – The development of science and culture in the Medieval Period. 
 Development and high point of Arab science and culture 
 Islam as cultural mediator 

- Holy wars? – The Crusades. 
 Deus lo vult? – Motives and Causes for Crusades 



 Christians and Muslims in Crusader States: Cooperation or “clash of civilisations”? 
- A “clash of cultures”? – The Ottoman Empire and Europe in the 19th and 20th century. 

 Foundation and rise of the Ottoman Empire 
 The Ottoman Empire and “Europe”  

 

Freedom and Equality for everyone? – Human Rights in historical perspective. 
- What is good government? – Absolutism and the ideas of Enlightenment. 

 Philosophy of Enlightenment: Immanuel Kant, John Locke, Jean-Jaques Rousseau, 
Thomas Hobbes, Montesquieu 

 Enlightened Absolutism: Voltaire, Frederick II of Prussia 
- The French Revolution – a violent struggle for freedom? 

 Causes, course of events and consequences of the French Revolution 
 Idea of Nation (Abbé Sieyès) 
 Declaration of Rights of Man and the Citizen 1789 
 The Constitution of 1791 
 Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen 1791 (Olympe de Gouges) 
 Terror Reign of the Jacobins 

- Human Rights for everybody? – Establishment and scope of Human Rights in past and present. 
 Contemporary events as example for contemporary conflicts 
 UN-Charta and Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 European Union – custodian of human rights? 

 
Ergänzungen in blauer Schrift: ausgewiesene Europaschwerpunkte  

 


